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BACKGROUND 
The Transportation Improvement Board recognizes the value and benefit of non-
motorized travel to the transportation system.  Walking and bicycling are economical 
and beneficial to the environment and personal wellness.  A diverse transportation 
system supports a healthy urban environment and encourages orderly development to 
appropriate densities under the Growth Management Act.  The TIB supports non-
motorized travel with standards that require sidewalks and using criteria that 
encourages the construction of bicycle facilities.  TIB programs provide funding for 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities incorporated into road projects.  
 
In the early 1970s, the Transportation Improvement Board’s predecessor agency, the 
Urban Arterial Board, worked with the legislature to include bicycle lanes and sidewalks 
in funded projects.  In 1974, the Washington Legislature, in RCW 47.26.300 declared: 

“The state of Washington is confronted with emergency shortages of energy 
sources utilized for the transportation of its citizens and must seek alternative 
methods of providing public mobility. 
     Bicycles are suitable for many transportation purposes, and are pollution-free 
in addition to using a minimal amount of resources and energy.  However, the 
increased use of bicycles for both transportation and recreation has led to an 
increase in both fatal and nonfatal injuries to bicyclists. 
     The legislature therefore finds that the establishment, improvement, and 
upgrading of bicycle routes is necessary to promote public mobility, conserve 
energy, and provide for the safety of the bicycling and motoring public.” 

 
In 1994, the Legislature added the following direction to TIB’s statutes: 

“Bicycle routes shall, when established in accordance with RCW 47.06.100 be 
eligible for establishment, improvement, and upgrading with board funds.  The 
board shall adopt rules and procedures that will encourage the development of a 
system of bicycle routes within counties, cities, and towns.” 

  
STATUS 
The construction of pedestrian and bicycle facilities is most often undertaken as a part 
of a roadway improvement or as part of a new development.  At the local level, the most 
common methods of funding such facilities are with state and federal grant funds as part 
of roadway reconstruction projects or construction with state and/or federal grant funds 
as stand-alone sidewalk projects. There are set-asides specifically for pedestrian 
facilities funded through the Urban and Small City components of the Pedestrian Safety 
and Mobility Program. With a combined annual program size ranging between $2-3 
million, the PSMP is the state’s largest program making investments in pedestrian 
facilities. In recent years, the legislature has provided funding for pedestrian facilities 











total state transit contribution of $36.5 million, leveraging $195.0 million in local 
funds.  
 

o Funds were allocated to transit agencies for: 
§ Development of capital projects,  
§ Development of HOV lanes and related facilities,  
§ Other public transportation system-related roadway projects on state 

highways, county roads, or city streets, and  

Benefits: 
o Addresses state’s public transportation needs through a prioritization 

process 
o Potential for the state to leverage local and federal funds 

 
Bicycle Facilities Program 
At the local level, the construction of bicycle facilities is most often undertaken as a 
part of a roadway improvement or as part of a new construction. The most common 
methods of funding such facilities are with state and federal grant funds. This 
approach to building bicycle facilities has created a fragmented system of bicycle 
facilities. This program will focus on funding that establishes a system of 
interconnected bicycle facilities. 
 

Benefits: 
o Provides a dedicated state funding source for bicycle capital facilities 
o Promotes projects that interconnect existing facilities 
o Improves bicycle safety by providing adequate infrastructure 

 
























































































































